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Akira Tokuhiro became Dean and Professor, Faculty of Energy Systems and Nuclear Science at 
University of Ontario Institute of Technology in Oshawa, Ontario in February 2017. He holds a 
large interest in energy, nuclear energy and engineering, complex issues and problems based on 
data science.  He joined “Ontario Tech” from NuScale Power LLC (US), a startup that 
completed and submitted a Design Certification Application of a Small Modular Reactor design. 
Earlier he served as Director and Professor, Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering at the 
University of Idaho. He has also held appointments at Pacific Northwest, Idaho and Argonne 
National Laboratories in the U.S. He has a Ph.D. in Nuclear Engineering (Purdue), M.S. in 
Mechanical Engineering (U. Rochester), B.S.E. in Engineering-Physics (Purdue) and 10 years of 
international R&D experience at the Paul Scherrer Institute (Switzerland) and Japan Atomic 
Energy Agency. He has been fortunate to be awarded more than US$4M in R&D awards from 
the US Department of Energy, Office of Nuclear Energy. To date, he has worked with 35 MSc, 
21 M.Eng., and 9 PhD students at 5 universities, published nearly 170 conference and journal 
papers. While on faculty at University of Missouri-Rolla (now Missouri University, Science & 
Technology), he was Director of its nuclear reactor facility, as well as US NRC-licensed Senior 
Reactor Operator. During and post-“9.11”, he had to addressed security concerns at the facility. 
His research activities are across nuclear reactor and energy systems engineering and design, 
thermal-hydraulics, safety, experiments & measurement, modeling & simulation and energy 
analysis. Notably, he served on the American Nuclear Society President’s Committee on the 
Fukushima Accident and served as technical editor on a book on the accident, “On the Brink: 



The Inside Story of Fukushima Daiichi”. A movie on based on this book will be released in 
March 2020.	  


